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When and how do I submit an article?

HELR’s submissions window is open twice
a year. We publish two issues per year,

and accept four articles per issue.
Typically, the Issue 1 submissions window

opens in August and the issue is
published in April, and the Issue 2

submissions window opens in February
and the issue is published in August.

HELR accepts submissions on a rolling
basis and leaves the window open until it
selects the four pieces that will fill each

Issue. Authors can submit their pieces
during the submissions window either via

Scholastica, or by emailing
hlselrsubmit@gmail.com; HELR reviews

Scholastica and email submissions
equally. Authors will be notified when

the submissions window is open and
closed via Scholastica and HELR’s X

account (@HarvardELR). 



How does HELR select which articles it
publishes?

HELR reviews articles in multiple rounds. 
The submissions committee, which is made up of
HELR members, conducts a first-round review of
submitted articles. The submissions committee

reviews articles along several criteria and
recommends whether the managing editors for

submissions should advance the article to the next
stage of review. The rubric that the committee

fills out is attached. 

In the second round of review, the managing
editors for submissions review the rubrics and the

articles. The managing editors fill out a similar
rubric, and recommend whether the editors-in-

chief should advance the article to the next stage
of review. 

In the third round, the editors-in-chief review
articles that have made it through the first two
rounds of review. The editors-in-chief and the
managing editors for submissions discuss which

pieces they would like to extend an offer to. HELR
does attempt to fill each issue with articles of
various topics, but above all else, HELR values

articles that are thorough, rigorous, well-
supported, and BlueBooked correctly. Authors
typically have a week to accept the publication
offer. HELR receives many submissions, and so
while we wish we could respond to each article
submission, it is impossible to respond to each

submission.



What does HELR look for in articles?

The attached rubric provides a useful, but
not comprehensive, sense of the

characteristics that HELR looks for in the
articles it publishes. In general, HELR looks
at the novelty of the article, the strength
and accuracy of the source citations, the
quality of writing, the potential impact of

the article in addressing and resolving gaps
in environmental law or policy. HELR gives

preference to articles between 20,000-
25,000 words.

Where can I learn more?

You can learn more by visiting HELR’s website
(https://journals.law.harvard.edu/elr/submis

sions/) or email the editors-in-chief at
hlselrsubmit@gmail.com. 
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